Sinclair Ferguson

Worship

Revelation 4-5

What would Isaiah have said after Isaiah 6? “I’ve been to the temple for the first time”

Hebrews 12: the worship in heaven

Not really “Heaven comes down and glory fills our souls…” but that we are brought up to the heavens, where glory fills all

1. Focus of the Church’s Worship

a. Revelation is in many ways like a tapestry

b. All is arranged to communicate a message

c. In this vivid picture of heaven’s worship, the focus is on the Triune God

d. The Father 

i. Why

1. He exists

2. He is self-sufficient, but in grace creates a beautiful world

3. In the center there is a throne, occupied by God

ii. Who worships Him

1. The whole family in God in heaven

2. Deputy praise/choir leaders

a. 4:6-  four living creatures

b. never cease to say holy, holy, holy

e. The Son

i. The Lamb that God promised to provide

ii. The Lion of the tribe of Judah

iii. A lamb as though it had been slain, 7 spirits (or, seven-fold Spirit) of God

iv. 4:2 He brings us through the Spirit

v. Ephesians 2:18 We have access to the Father through the blood of Christ and the energy of the Holy Spirit

vi. Opera ad extra (external works)

1. In divisa sunt (indivisible)

2. When you worship God, you worship in His triune majesty

vii. Won salvation

f. The Spirit

i. Brought us to salvation

2. Character of the Church’s Worship

a. What is the goal? To admire

b. Lead us to the Son who reveals the Father to us to stand back and say “oh”

c. 4:9 glory and honor and thanks

d. Then the 24 elders fall down and worship Him

e. When we will all be able to worship God inwardly and outwardly

f. Struck by

i. Your have a crown

ii. You can constantly cast it to Jesus

g. The Mediator of our adoration in worship

i. Makes intercession possible v.9

h. The One who really preaches the sermon

i. The One who leads us in praises ministers through His Word

j. The distinction between worship and preaching is unbiblical

k. Psalm 133 Pilgrimmage Psalm

i. How good and pleasant…is unity

ii. The precious oil of the Spirit anointing Aaron

iii. Like a visitation from another world

iv. For there the Lord has commanded the blessing

l. Worships services are not meant to be entertainment for evangelism

i. Worship according to the Word of God

ii. But when the Word of God is spoken, he or she may bow down 

iii. We need a weight, a sense of God’s glory in our worship

iv. Then men and women will be drawn to the Savior 

v. Patmos—Travel a day there and a day back and see nothing

1. Joke—tell that to Paul

2. When people come to our churches, they must not come here and leave and see nothing

